The Beginning Guitarist’s
Must Know Info

There are 12 notes in the musical alphabet.

The distance between each pitch is known as a 1/2-step.

- Each fret on the guitar is a different note in the musical alphabet.

- The distance of one fret is a 1/2-step.

- The double dots on the neck of the guitar mark the 12th fret.

- The 12th fret of the guitar is where each string reaches its octave,
meaning that the notes at the 12th fret are the same notes as the open

strings one octave higher.

1/2 Step =1 Fret 1 Step =2 Frets

There are only 7 letters in the musical alphabet: A-G.

There are 7 different notes in a standard scale.

- Each pitch uses a different letter.

- Each pitch is numbered 1-7. These numbers are termed scale degrees.

- The first note (scale degree 1) is termed the fonic.

- When a scale begins again, the 1st scale degree becomes known as the 8th.
- For this reason, the distance from tonic to the tonic is termed an octave.

- There are 6 steps in an Octave.
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PLAYING POSITION

You will need a comfortable straight chair, such as a desk chair or a dining room
table chair. To prevent possible damage to the back of the guitar, the chair should
not have arms. You will also need a music stand (available at any music store) and a
classical guitar footstool (available at most guitar shops, and at some music stores).
If you don’t have a footstool right now, you can make do temporarily with the small
end of your guitar case.

Sit down and position the guitar as you see below. Keep the following points in
mind: ‘

10. Last tuning key should be at
- about your eye level.

9. Top back of guitar touches
chest here.

8. Hand falls naturally over
strings when relaxed.

7. Right forearm
rests on edge of

guitar. ;
1. Guitar rests on left leg.

2. Left hand is not used to support the
instrument, only to play it.

6. Guitar is supported
here by right leg.

3. Left leg points straight forward.

5. Right foot is slightly

tucked back. 4. Left foot is raised 4-8 inches from

floor by a footstool. (Exactly how
many inches depends on both your
height and chair height).
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